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GUIDE MIAMI

FALL IN! Dreamy models
transcend your summaer
dazed wardrobe into a
tropical fall delight!

BECOMING JULIAN

CHANG An emerging
dasigner makes waves
across the world

KILL WHO A fashion fight
of furry, with our
Tao of style In Kill Wha?



Ugo Colombo: Creating Elegant Residences
for South Florida’s VIPs

By Richard Westlund

Colombo

Ugo Colombe ig both a dreamer and a
|,|4*r]+'-:‘li{m'tnl As a ‘I-'iilll}n.lr!' real esiale
developer, the ltalian-born Colombo has
changed South Florida's skyline with
clegant residential developments such as
Bristol Tower and Santa Maria on Brickell
Avenue, Porto Vila in Aventura, and his
latest venture, the $68 million Grovenor
House in Coconut Grove.

Colombo knows the impnrtnnrr of
gelling every element right in each of his
endeavors — ensuring quality every step
of the way. “I could do four projects at one
time instead of two, but a lot of the details
would slip” he says. “1 would rather do
fewer things and do them ri.g]ll.'

As the founder and [:—rt‘:ilirnl of CMC
Group, Colombo, 43, has more than 3
million syuare feel of residential and
commercial property lo his credit. A
recenl  report from Integra Realty
Resources noted thal Colombo's venlures
achieved $126.2 million in total sales in
2003 wilh an average price of $1.16
million perunil.  continued on page 20
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Ugo Colombo Centinued fram page 18

“ligo Colombo's name is synonymous with quality and high-
end residences,” aays Veronica Cervera, partner in Cervera Real
Estate, which is handling sales for Grovenor House. "He is well
established as an excollent developer, and buyers recognize and
reapond lo his offerings”

A recenl example of how Colombo secks to do what's right lor his
buyers and the community, occurred while clearing the site for his
new condominium development, Grovenor House. Colombo was
deteriined to save a yoo-ton oak tree that had grown on the property
for almost yoo years. He hircd & Texas-based ercw to hoist the tree
onto a 50-foot trailer and had it relocated and replanted in healthier
soil about [0 feet oWy, il a cost of more than $100,000,

“It is as important for us to contribute to Miami's growth asit is 1o
prescrve its rich hiﬁtur};" SIS Colombe, “Therefore we took all

MEASUTCS TCeAsary 1o l"!‘ll'll‘l't the environment

A Passionate Sportsman
Colombo takes pleasure in Miami's high-energy lifestyle. He races cars
and |Mm1'l{nmlr. andd gets a thrill from bunge: jumps. But most of all, be
1'|Jlii.l’:|'.‘| |HII'It|':t|.|.: altractive and rli'ga.ll'l residences for VIPs from South
Flurida and around the world. "Miami is a perfect place for a second
hoene in the sun,” he says,

In addition to creating his cutting-edge real estate developments,
Colombo is an active member of numerous professional and civie

groups. He has been the lead sponsor over the past two years for

dudy Druckers Conrert Association of Florida, donating maore
than $50.000 o bring world-vlass classical music stars and
orchestras lo South Florida

"Uge Colombo is lar more than one of South Flaridas top
builders” says Phyllis Apple, a public relations expert who has
worked with Colombo for more than 1y years. "He is an honest and
sincere indwadual whao Fll'mum'!:.l carvs about m|rrr:|mm||nil:,‘

Marn i Milan, Il"]." Colombo came to the United States in :||_|H:‘
i 1lll.l*"|r al the |'|u".'wr~1rr:.' of Miami. While still in his 205 and a
student in the School of Business, Colombe launched his real
estate carcer by managing residences tor out-of-town owners at
The lmperial on Brickell Avenue

Soon after graduating w ith a degree in business administration,
the young entrepreneur acquired the remaining inventory in the
building and conducted a highly succesiful sellout of the property
His }mﬂiripnlinn resulted in returning the Imiwﬁ.\| o 1l PL‘II'I: as
one of the area’s premier condomininms

“It is as important for us to contribute to
Miami's growth as it is to preserve its

o | LL i i
rich !'la.'car;,', says Colombo

ln 1987, Colombe founded CMC Group, which has formed
the foundation for his numerous developmenits. Today, CMC

Giroup offers a l'ull'.!ln'l}l'rmi\-i' selechion of services, ill"llll’iill-j_.:

dr-'-'-‘lnplnl‘-lll. construction, and management of both residential
and commercial real estate, The Miami-based company has a
lil'\f-]nprlll'm Imrt[ruﬁu that represents a combined residential
sellout value of §700 million

CMC Construction, Ine., a division of CMC ll-fullp. 15 a licensed
general contractor that has buill many of CMC Group's projects. In
addition. CMC, Inc ]'m_u'um'rll'-lf‘-‘] anumber of renovation I‘_-:niur_'l.-].,
Ihl:'il.ltlil‘.l.g Casa Grande Hotel, the Pelican Hotel, and the Waldorf
Hotel on South Beach. "Every aspect of a project. from inception 1o
completion, musl be first rate” Colombo says, "As a rule, all of CMC
Groups ventures are high-end lusury products representative of the
eompany’s stature within the industry”

In addition to his ability as a real estate strategist, Colombo
remains involved in every aspect of his business, from the
purchase negoliations to the architectural plans and the
interior details. For instance, Colombo’s newest condomininm
developments include high-tech features like cordless touch-
pad concierge service, plus luxury items like imported Ialian
granite kitchen countertops, Snaidero kitchen cabinets, and
imported ltalian marble baths,

e hing Mew Hoigh

After a su t'l'é&'llllillilnt-t enture acquisition of Villa Regina with
Trammell Crow of South Florida in the late 19805, Colombo's
CMC Group began focusing on the design and construction of
its own building from the ground cantinued on page 23



Uge Colombo Continved from page 20

up, Colombo conceived the idea of a round

condominium. The result was Bristol Tower, a jo-sior

curvilinear glass design, which upon completion was
thee tallest residential hl.r'.il rise gouth of New York City
Panoramic views of Biscayne Bay and the eity of Miami
state-of-the-art security, and an extraordioary interior
|||-_-|!."|| T ]l--':| oy the 380 million, » LT-untl Brickell
Avenue landmark to a recond-Dbreaking sell ou

A fiew years later, Colombo surpassed the Bristol Tower
u]l![ the even-more-remarkable Santa Maria. A few
blocks north on Brickell Avenue, Santa Marias gf storiss
eul into the Miami skdine. s twin-cylinder curvilinear
desipn relleetid il ||11.ﬂtnll|d‘|||l I 118 sister !H.HIIIII.H_'. yel
atreamed ke individuality

In 15 Colombo entered nto a I||-ir|1 yeniurs will
Don and Jefi Soffer of Turnberry Associates in
devidoping Porto Vita, a §4oo million Mediterranean
sivle village in Aventura I -rl']MI‘.lHI'._J'_ Colombos own
W PR --I' .I:_I.IJ'_ "l"l.'-"'"". .|1||1 J|r1'.'.||_'. :|||' .1--'..--F--|ur' ra
limited building 1o only 175 homes on an expansive (8-
e v tll[l!l!l']l'. Az a result, Porto Yila conssts of -1
L“.'n-,.l-_;[T.' waterfront villas: two mid-riss fowers anid two
a7-story high-rise towers. Hesidents enjov their own
(=2 rrl:-n-- oy ||-~u--\.-|;IJ.|l'1--|-u-l i ||||r|| VUEE, RS “'..-H ns wo
restaurants, spa, and [ilness centes

Newt, Colombeo turmed s attenlion to Coral Galdes with good
Ponee, a mixed-use commercial tower -'--tlll-l-'l-'-1 in ao0a The
Mediterranesn-style development meludes 950,000 spuare feed of
state- ol the-art Class-A office e |_’rll’ll1-'J-|-!rH"' retatl, and the hooury
I|L1|I‘Iil'jil [‘1!I|]I ko as The ollectinn

J'*Jr-"n.\_-':rq!_ The Colleclion was a natieral [it for cur Ilrxl:u.'J el
At seven franchises, if 18 one of the nation’s lop-performing dealers for

Pugsclie, Jagaar, Ferrars, Audi Latiee. and Agton Martm

Currently Colombo s focusing on Lrovenar Honse, » ya-slory

luxury condominium on the site of the former Naval Reserve Center
n Coconud (xrove |i-l .‘ﬂ"lk 11 F'r""llii--"l-"'1l-1I ?'-"’"I”I Ii-l'r"r"'ﬂ v
this ultra-exelusive property spans 3.5 acros, ¢ |:1.r1“|'|r'-4.' residents in
i 11...'-: Lp..}.“_._l o |1||“Q _'I,:'rn:;_-; I'[nlu Ihl' sl 18 & IMaAFIRG .|r:-| ”I""
popidar restaurant, Monty’s, with choice shopping, dining. and
cultural venues noarsy

Architect Luis I'i-"\.'l.!i'lu of H:-'LHI*“.. ‘h'l‘.l Lean has 'J""|||_K|I'|'-1
Grovenor lHouse The condominium lower will olfer 151
residenoes r,|.||_;:i||_|_l [rom 1600 Lo 7000 Hl'.].lh fimint .'N'id 'I'- ature

lop-of-the-line amenities and serviees, including an |'|'.||||I"\. i |||_':~

|l||i||;; :lllll with cabanas and wet bar a tennis court, club
room, and modern fitness center. Unique additions such as a
meditation garden, dog walk, childrens outdoor playground and
seErvices such as concierge snd valet are also ]'Illt of the lifiestyle
Prices will range from the $600% to over 35 million. and

Camyg letion s scheduled for SPrIngE 2o i)

Ugo Colombo has his own view of Miami

Calomba = .|i|".';4|:\' anl l]l.lllll-l..[ Li.- nead pr-lii'l'l 1 |'\I|.|Inl".|
walerfront l-'\l-llliﬂlll'lﬂ in downlown Miamd overlooking the Miami
River and Biscavne Bay. He envisions two glistening 8- arvl fio-story
hlie-jlass towers an the north bank of the river on one of the citys
choeest parcels of real estate, the site of the g i'lii""qt Maza

L Hfer

E }..L”I Falme Views .||.-i .l| the HII.I[Ir:\ I-F lil:ﬂhhﬂ\.‘l.
Miami, the $22z- million mixed-used development is designed
1o attract VIP buyvers from around the world. “This is downtown
Miami's premier location.” says Colombo, whe is teaming up
0

|.r..P-r'-.- il! gy, o eroate 4 hiEw -J|:l| I.Iliilrll.:f!\ l."r"'-lll"‘.‘-

with

Lannstone I,,r.mj. which |:.|||”_'_||1 Ll |l|:|+||l||! Plara

I_”P_gn-.[ and muost deamatie addition 1o the urhan Miami -.L:."-m-
will 1m |~|||l |.!_J'll'll||i |- 'H| '.I"E-* I I:-'l reslaurants, as W'." as Lhi
b Boweers, One Encompassing a |1L|---u|||rf. h-ulull-{ll- hotel AL
condo-hotel units, and 266 condos and the ascond with RO)5
condominim unils

Architect Hevaelta has |Fl"~:’_'_T|-'|'. a two-sl Wy J.-"'lii struan Lridge
conneciing the two buildings at the i§th floor, phs a grovind-level
pedestrian and vehicular plaza between the towers that wall allive
i || AF VIeWs of Lhi Five In .||!-|ITI|I-!| thei Hfu L& |'i.'II!'|II-I!H‘:1" ol JI--I &
I.“].|i.- riverwalk along the bank of the Miami River ereating another

armonity foe hot

guests and residents

Reflecting on his long string of successes ind these new
opp srtunities. Colombo sums uj hiis busanicas |.||||-l--~il||'l. with a fow
words: “As a develaper, the two most important things 1o keep in
mind are quality and location If vous have thess two elemenis, you

can suceood even in rowgh walers,” 3




